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the French Ambassador in Rome, Monsieur de Jouvenel. And on
the 3rd April the French press published a statement, given by him
in Rome to the Agence Havas, in which he deprecated the sinister
interpretations which had been made of Signor Mussolini's intentions
in non-Italian quarters. In the meantime, the French Government
were engaged in drafting a memorandum on the project, and on the
6th April some indication of the trend of French policy was given
by Monsieur Daladier in a speech in the Chamber of Deputies.
There is no question [he said on this occasion] of giving our adherence
to a sort of directory of the Great Powers which would impose their wills
upon the rest of Europe—a Holy Alliance which would decide upon
territorial revisions and more or less extensive changes of frontiers and
would thereby show itself even more ambitious than the original Holy
Alliance, which was really a conservative institution. This enterprise
would come into collision with the French—or, rather, Franco-ItaKan
—idea of the equality of nations. ... If the new pact is to be useful it
must constitute a genuine sequel to those great constructive contribu-
tions to the edifice of peace to which its own text refers: the Covenant
of the League . . . , the Briand-Kellogg agreement, the agreements of
Locarno.
In the course of the same speech, Monsieur Daladier referred to
Article 19 of the Covenant and suggested that, while it might be
important to implement this article, it was no less important to
implement Articles 11, 12, 15 and 16.
The points made in Parliament by the French Prime Minister on
this occasion seem to have represented the gist of the French Govern-
ment's memorandum, which, after long delay and much revision,
was finally communicated to Rome and London on the 12th April.
French policy was no doubt influenced in large measure by the
strong reactions to the Italian project in those East-European
countries that were the French Republic's allies.
At Geneva, on the 25th March, the Permanent Council of the Little
Entente discussed the situation and issued a statement in which they
adroitly applied to the Great Powers the British formula in regard to
the states of lesser calibre. The British formula, as has been noticed
above, was that the smaller states were taking too much upon them-
selves in calling the tune for dances in which the Great Powers had
to pay the piper, but that on the other hand they had a fair 'right
to be consulted whenever their special interests' were 'concerned'.
The Little Entente Council now declared on its part its opinion that
any collaboration between states with a view to establishing friendly
relations between them, and regulating those questions that concern
them exclusively, is desirable and wholesome. All the same, the states

